
 
 

Readers are Leaders E-News 

A Literacy Heroine 
 
Janna Lutovsky has been active in literacy education since the early 1990s, 
beginning in Illinois and later-luckily for our community-in Buncombe County 
after her husband, Rick, accepted the CEO position at the Asheville Area 
Chamber of Commerce in 2000. Working with students and seeing their 
progress has made a significant impact on Janna's life. "It's such a heartening 
process to be a part of," she said.     

  
It is this love of witnessing and playing a 
role in student success that brought Janna 
to the Literacy Council of Buncombe 
County. In 2002, she became a donor and 
began serving the Council as Interim 
Executive Director, a position that she held 
for nearly three years. 
 
 After hiring Amanda Edwards as Executive 
Director, Janna continued to support the 
Literacy Council as a board member and an 
annual donor.  When the Literacy Council 
launched its signature event, Authors for 
Literacy, in 2008, Janna and Rick hosted a 
table and celebrated at the event with 
friends and family. When the Literacy 
Council launched its Leader's Circle giving 
society in 2009, the Lutovsky's became 

inaugural members. 
 
"I give because it is important to not only have large-scale contributions from 
foundations and the government," Janna said, "but to also have contributions 
from the common, everyday person. We all have to contribute to make this 
goal achievable. Literacy is important for the community's sake, the 
employment situation--it impacts each of our lives." 
 
The Literacy Council's leadership continues to value Janna's experience and 
wisdom--calling on her periodically for advice. Janna and Rick also continue 
their support as Authors for Literacy Table Captains and Leader's Circle 
members each and every year. "Only by giving, by making a difference in 
someone's life, do you make a difference in your own life. That's the pleasure 
we receive from seeing the accomplishments of the Literacy Council." 

Literacy Council Spring Potluck Picnic 
  

Come to the spring picnic to enjoy 
the outdoors, delicious food and 
Literacy Council friends!  All tutors, 
students, donors, and their families 
are invited to gather at the 
Corporate Shelter at  Carrier Park 
on Saturday May 21 from 1:30 - 
4:00pm.  As in years past we ask 
everyone to bring a dish to share. 
We will provide drinks, plates, 
cups, and utensils.This year, feel 
free to bring a Frisbee or ball and 
glove.  If you missed the potluck in 
September, don't let this one pass 
you by!  Click here for directions. 

Local Realtor finds unique ways to support the 
Literacy Council 
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Upcoming Events  
 
April 10th-16th National Volunteer 
Week 
 
April 26th AE reunion in-service 
5:30-7:30pm 
 
April 29th Stand against Racism  
 
April 29th  ESOL in-Service 12-
1:30pm bag lunch 
 
May 2nd-6th National Teacher 
Appreciation week 
 
May 21st Literacy Council potluck 
picnic 1-4pm 
 
May 30th Literacy Council closed 
for Memorial Day 
 

 

Asheville Chamber 
Challenge     
  
The Chamber Challenge 5k run/walk 
is designed to promote community 
wellness through friendly 
competition between businesses 
and organizations. Want to join in 
the fun? The Literacy Council is 
looking for individuals who would 
like to join our team for the Friday, 
June 3 race ($25 entry fee). 

The 
registration deadline is May 20. To 
sign up for the Literacy Council's 
Chamber Challenge team, email Jon 
or call  254-3442 x 204. 

 

Congratulations to our 
students...   
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Asheville? Not 
only does his 
car spread the 
word about the 
importance of 
literacy, realtor 
Jason Brodsky 
also makes a 
donation to the 
Literacy Council 
each time he 
sells a home! 
Thanks to 
Jason for his 
support. 

Fabric Art Adorns Learning Spaces 
  
After reading that the 
Literacy Council was 
requesting the donation 
of hanging quilts to 
dampen classroom 
echoes and make 
learning spaces more 
comfortable, the Candy 
Maier Scholarship Fund 
for Women Writers (the 
Candy Fund) offered a 
generous gift. 
 
 Years ago, fabric artist 
Kimberly Childs donated 

beautiful quilts to the Candy Fund to be used in raffles, auctions, and writing-
related activities. After raising funding from a number of the quilts, the Candy 
Fund board members wanted nothing more than for the remaining fabric art to 
be enjoyed and appreciated. When they read about the Literacy Council's 
need, they knew their quilts had found a perfect home.     
 
Thanks to the generosity of Kimberly Childs and the Candy Fund, five Literacy 
Council learning spaces (both classrooms, the library, the computer lab, and 
the conference room) have warmer atmospheres. The new quilts make our 
learning spaces both quiet and comfortable-qualities of utmost importance for 
readers, writers, and students. 
 
 The Candy Maier Scholarship Fund for Women Writers supports participation 
in shared writing experiences.  It provides scholarship assistance to women 
for workshops, classes, programs and retreats in Western North Carolina. 
 
Click here to learn more about the Candy Fund. 
  
Click here to learn more about fabric artist Kimberly Childs.  
 

Charlie, Luciana, Yadira, and 
Erika all got new jobs  
  
Neena completed her  Certified 
Nursing Assistant program    
 
Noraceli enrolled in 
cosmetology school       
 
Jose earned  promotion   
 Click here to read Jose's story.  
   

 

 Click Here to Subscribe

Questions? Comments? 
Contact us 
by phone  

828-254-3442  
or email 

literacybc@litcouncil.com 

Visit our Website at 
www.litcouncil.com 

The Literacy Council of Buncombe County 
31 College Place, Suite B-221 

Asheville, NC 28801 
 828-254-3442 
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